
BRITISH START RETREAT FROM CAMBRAI
GENERAL MARCH SA YS "SWIVEL-CHAIR" OFFICERS MUST GO

one cent itsrsrvr-si.

WEEDING OUT OF DRAFT-AGE DESK MEN
TO BE PUSHED AT ONCE WITH VIGOR,
STAFF CHIEF ADVISES WAR COUNCIL

'Thousands to Lose Com¬
missions or Be Sent to

Duty in Field.

QUALIFIED TECHNICAL
MEN HOLD THEIR JOBS

Many Commissioned from
Civil Life Have Useful

Attainments.
Gen. Peyton C. March, chief of

staff, announced yesterday that a

Sweeping investigation of com¬

missions granted to reserve offi¬
cers throughout the War Depart¬
ment will be conducted with vigor
and that all "swivel-chair" officers
of draft age will be weeded out at
once.

Thousands of officers will lose
their commissions or be sent to
field duty. v
Gen. March's statement was

made before a meeting of the War
Council and the House Committee
on Military Affairs.

Herald '""Mta Kfntltt.
Representative Charles Pope Cald¬

well. of the House Committee on MU-

1,*iVdecUred to The Herald:
I believe that the heavy publicity

given to the matter of slacker com¬
missions'' by The Washington Herald

,
" w*ek has °een a good thin* for

tne country, and ha* brought the
slacker In uniform' scandal to a
Dead.
In consideration of Gen. March's

promise to weed out draft-age offi¬
cers in bomb-proof Jobs, a virtual
sgreemeat was reached by *»m-

r« of the House Military"AW-
-w'ha' no Hous® stacks
would be made on the War De-
partment. so far as the committee
could prevent it.
Gen. March also said that when

the army appropriation bill came
before the committee, it would
carry many of the present officers
as clerks. The alleged extrava¬
gance of paying such officers full
salaries to perform duties ordinar¬
ily cared for by civilian help had
been a special point of complaint on

the part of the committee.

Mareb Opposes ImIcsIs.
Suggestions that the staff officers

be required to wear some special in¬
signia indicating that they were not
of the fighting forces were strongly
opposed by Gen. March
The general said that, as Chief of

Staff, he would himself be compeUed
to wear the white arm band pro¬
posed by Representative Kitchin for
desk officers. Many staff officers, he
said, were constantly requesting him
to be transferred to active service

' 'hf. ne» reorganisation scheme
Of the War Department, enlisted men
of draft age will not be permitted to
do office work in the War Depart-
raent.
In despite of this order, notice has

been siven The Herald of several
eases in which officers are said to
have told the enlisted men under
their command in the Ordnance De¬
partment that they would be trans¬
ferred to training camps for a short
time and then be returned to the
War Department "when this fog rais¬
ed by The Herald blows over''
Names of both the men, and the
camps to which it is proposed to
transfer them, were furnished.

Do *«-e Pillar.
It is freely conceded that hun¬

dreds of staff officers in Washing¬
ton who have been commissioned
from civil life cannot be put in
charge of troops in the field Ab¬
solutely untrained in military
¦clence. the majority of them do not
know how to salute properly They
will probably be sent to training
ramps or be deprived of their com-

missions.
The trifling clerical work that

many of the first and second lieute¬
nants perform is in many cases

comparable to that of office boys.
Some of them dispense pencils and
erasers. Others file blue prints.

| Perhaps the most bitterly resented
I ease of commissioning a "aafety-

COST1NCED OS~PAGE THREE.

GEN. LEONARD WOOD
TO GIVE TESTIMONY

Army Officers Accept Summons to

Appear Before Congress.
Gen. Leonard Wood. V. 3. A., who

has just come back from France, will
teatify next week before the Senate
Military Affair* Committee on condi¬
tions "over there." The general was
asked to appear today, but this could
not be arranged.
Gen. Leonard Wood and Ma}. Gen.

J. Franklin Bell are not expected to
arrive in Washington before Monday,
it was said at the War Department.
Gen. Bell telephoned for an exten-

y sion of time, wbich was granted. Gen.
Wood, it was said, most probably will
come with Gen. Bell. I
A number of French officers who ar¬

rived on the same steamer with Gen.
.Wood snd Gen. Bell will reach Wash¬
ington on the same date.
Gen. Wood and Gen. Bell will under-

| go physical examination immediately
upon their arrival here. It waa said.
The results of these examinations
will determine whether they shall be
placed on the Inactive llat of officers

V 1

Sweeping Schedule of Con¬
trol Vested in President
if Measure Is Enacted.

FARMERS FAVOR BILL

Administration Support Is
Also Alleged.Wilson May
Veto Gore Amendment.
A sweeping schedule of priee-fl*lng.

which la said to have the backing of
the administration. Is outlined In a

joint resolution introduced In the
House late yesterday afternoon by
Representative Ayres, of Kansas.
If enacted, this resolution, which

amends the food control act of last
August, would vert the President with
authority to fix the price, not only «t
wheat, but also corn. oats. rye. barley
and rice. The President could also
control the distribution of and fix
prices of wearing apparel, hides,
leather, cotton, wool, meat, livestock,
utensils, implements, machinery and
equipment.

.« BUI WH*-
In short it wouM vest in him au¬

thority to ft* anything "ofev*r>"
oay necessity" and to establish a
strict system of licensing. IWaseatative Ayres
amends the original act to include
all retailers.

,The original act prov Ides that re
tallers not engaged In a wholesal-
business, whose gross sales do not
exceed nflO.OO# a year, shall be ex

eluded, but Representative Ayres be¬
lieves that drastic action should be
taken in this regard and has there
fore Included the retailer in his
amending resolution.
Not only, it is believed. l>sa this

bill the backing of the "/mlnistration. but also the support of the mass
of Western farmers.

.Indications were strong lMt nlgnt
that President Wilson would
Gore amendment passed >est"d®?hJftthe Senate, raising the price of
to 8.50 to the farmer, instead of *-.->
a bushel at terminals, as recently
by Presidential proclamation.
Friends of the administration ex¬

press the belief that the President
may send a letter to the conference
committee that will result in buryln.
the measure where it now is.
Such a price as $2.30 to the farmer,

it is explained by Food Adminlstra-
tion officials, would mean about 12.10
a bushel at terminals. This would
add about $2.00 to every barrel of flour.
for the consumers to pay.
Secretary of the Agriculture;Houston has called a conference of

leading farmers, planters and P.-.Iducers. of the country, for March
128. and there is little doubt but
that these representatives. one
from each State, will join in hearty
support for Representative Ayres
measure.
Circumstances characterized as

lamentable have arisen through
the fixing of the J>rlce of wheat
alone, circumstances which. If they
are permitted to continue, will ma¬
terially hinder this country s win
the war" program and which this
bill, notwithstanding its seeming
drastic provisions, can alone rem-

'^Profiteering on a small scale would
particularly be met locally by the
inclusion of the retailers.
Representative Ayres believes that

the farmers are not so bent on In¬
creasing the fixed price on wheat as
they are on having all prices fixed
on an equitable basis, and he has
made this the paramount purpose of
his bill.
He also amends the original act in

regard to the ll-a-year men. He
makes this section such that the
President can engage persons either
"with or without compensation" to
co-operate with any agency or per¬
son engaged In carrying out the reg¬
ulations set forth.

Meats sad Leather Ala*.
In the two new sections Introduced

by Representative Ayres in his joint
resolution, the President is given pow¬
er to fix prices upon all meats, freeh.
cured and In the process of same, the
price to be based upon the cost of
production at a reasonable profit. In¬
cluding a fair profit to dealer, whole¬
saler and retailer, the same to be es¬
tablished upon quality and grades
of meat, as now accepted by those
engaged in the industry."

It also give the President powerto fix prices of hides and by-products;
upon leather and all manufactured
products of same; upon all goods man¬
ufactured from cotton and wool,
whether in wearing apparel, or other¬
wise; upon all machinery entering in¬
to the production and manufacture of
cotton, wool and all products manu¬
factured therefrom, and upon all farm
and agriculture machinery that enters
Into the production of all grain, cotton,
wooliand other farm products.

T«Imcco Workers EW Sink*.
St Louis. March II..Approxi¬

mately 3^00 striking employes of
!»be Liggett t Myers Tobacco Com¬
pany have voted to accept the com¬
pany's proposal of Increased wagesand . nine-hour day and return to
work today.

Aeroplane Equipped with
New Engine Makes Ex¬

hibition Flight.
OUTDISTANCES RIVALS

French Pilot Declares Any
Aviator Gin Do Stunts
with New Machine.

Another official tent flight of a Lib¬
erty motor, the first of which over

Washington was announced in The

Washington Herald, took placc late

yesterday, before Washington had
had time to recover from the sec¬

ond exhibition flight off the visiting
French aviator, Lieut. Fl.-i e, who

Wednesday startled both American
aviation offieinls and the public with
his remarkable flights.
Secretary of the Navy Daniel*. Ad¬

miral Taylorj chief of the Bureau
of Construct! .n and Repair of the
Navy, Admiral Earle. chief of the
Bureau of Ordnance of the Navy,
and Admiral Griffin, chief of the Bu¬
reau of titeam Engineering, and
many other na\al officers, witnessed
the flight from the navy hydroplaine
hangar on the Anacostia fiats across
from the local navy yard.
v OitAb(tacf« Oflicr N«i«r.

f Two navy hydroplanes ascended
from the hangars for flights following
ran inspection of the machine contaln-
ing the liberty 'motor by navy offi¬
cials. The second machine did not
contain a liberty motor and was far
outdistanced in a fight from the han¬
gar across Potomac Park to the Navy
Department Building and return.

French Flyer** Feats.
Performance of Lieut, de Flashaire

yesterday was likened to that of a

humming bird or a kingfisher.
Lieut, de Flashaire says he is any¬

thing but a dare-devil.
"It is the war." he said after his

flight. "Unless your fine boys learn
to do these things here where it is
safe they will learn at their cost over
the battle lines. It is but the routine
of flying. The real work is fighting
the Boche planes."

LIBERTY BOND THEFTS
CHARGED TO GANG

Cousin of Lefty Louis Implicated
by New York Police.

I Sew York. March 12..Liberty
bonds to the value of over (300.000
have been stolen in the Wall Street
district recently, it was declared
today by detectives Haskins and
Kelly, when they arrested Louis
R^genberg, a cousin of "Lefty
Louis." one of the executed gun¬
men in the Rosenthal murder ease.
Rosenberg was specifically charged
with having two |1,000 bonds owned
by Foster & Adams, brokers.
An organised band was declared

to be operating a neat system.
Messenger and office boys have
been bribed. It was claimed, to di¬
vulge where bonds were to be de¬
livered. One of the band would
then be on hand to receive the
bonds, telling the boy that a check
would be forwarded. Howard Mil¬
ler. a broker, caused Rosenberg's
arrest when, as alleged, he tried to
sell him the two bonds for SI.996.

LOCAL MAN DROWNS
IN RIVER ACCIDENT

Newspaper Man Carried to Death
When Canoe Overturns.

When a canoe capsized In the
swift current of the Upper Potomac
late yesterday afternoon, Frank W
Spits. 24 years old, a local news¬
paper man, living at the T. M. C.
A., was drowned and Harvey Fer¬
guson. 24 years old. 1706 T street
northwest, had a narrow escape
from death.

Spit* and Ferguson left the boat-
house in Georgetown yesterday
afternoon for a short trip up the
river. Wheh they neared Chain
Bridge it was decided to paddle
over to the Virginia shore. The
young men tried to paddle directly
across the river when their canoe
was caught in the fast receding
flood tide and overturned. Fergu¬
son swam safely to the Virginia
shore. but Spits battled in the
swift current to obtain hold of the
canoe when he was carried down
the rjwer by the current.
Up to a late hour last night the

police were still dragging the river
with grappling irons in an effort
t« recover Spitz's body. Police be¬
lieve that his body has been caught
in the rocks. Both men were ex¬
pert swimmers.

Spits came to this city about two
years ago from Alburquerque. New
Mexico. Both men were employed
by the Haskin Newspaper Syndi¬
cate.

German Raider Captured
In Pacific by U. S. Cruiser;
Fitted Out at Mexican Port

'(A lexander Agassiz, * * Manned by Germans
And Carrying German Flags, Towed
Into Pacific Port for Investigation.

Ship Had No Papers.
C..piurc of a German raider, fitted out at a Mexican port, manned

by Germans and carrying German flags, was announced last night by
Secretary Daniels.

Capture of the vessel was made in the Pacific, and the prize has
been towed to a Pacific coast port.

The name of the German raider captured by a United States
cruiser is the Alexander Agassiz.

Armed mm Privateer.
Armed as u privateer, the vefesel

had a crew of five Germans and
several others who called themselves
passengers.
The Alexander Agassis was for

some time used for biological sur¬
vey purposes, was once wrecked off
the southern coast and later sold to
a syndicate of Mexicans.
The statement of Secretary Dan¬

iels follows:
"The Navy Department is advised

that a small American vessel, the
Agassiz. which sailed from a West
Mexican port, where she had been
fitted out under circumstances
which led the naval authorities to
believe that she might be used as
an enemy raider, haa been seised at
sea, and taken to a Pacific port for
investigation.
"There were found aboard several

Germans, German flags, rifles and
pistols.
"Wh .> seized she had no ship's

papers, and a number of articles
were seen to be thrown overboard.
"The Agassiz is a gas-propelled

boat, about sixty feet long, and so
far as present information indi¬
cates, carried no mounted guns."
The capture of the Agassiz was

made by a United States cruiser at¬
tached to the Pacific Fleet Infor¬
mation which led to the search for
the raidei; reached the Navy Depart¬
ment from the Mexican port at which
the Agassiz was fitted out Navy
Department officials declined to state
whether or not secret agents In Mex¬
ico discovered the plan to send oat
?he raider. «

Thomih- -**>.» carried >!. mounted"
guns when captured, it was admitted

CROSSER WILL
PUSH HIS BILL
ON RAILWAYS

District Ownership and Con¬
trol of Transit Facilities

Urged in Report.
Believing the time particularly

opportune. Representative Crosser.
of Ohio, will push his bill authoriz¬
ing the taking of the District's
street railways by the government
as soon as he return to Washington
from a week-end trip.
Representative Crosaer filed his

favorable report on the street rail¬
way situation which he was chosen
to write by the House District Com¬
mittee yesterday afternoon and said
he was confident practically every
resident here was anxious to see
the government take over the
street railways.
"From every standpoint," says,

the report "District ownership and]operation of the street railways)
[would rebound to the advantage of;
the people of the District Exper-1
ience elsewhere has shown that the
following advantages result from
municipal ownership and operation
of the street railways:
"A great reduction in fares.
"Improvement of the service.
"More rapid extension of lines.
"Increase of traffic corresponding

to the reduction of fares and in¬
crease of facilities.
"A marked improvement In the

conditions of labor, through short¬
ened hours, increased wages and
greater permanency of employment.
"Change of purpose from private

profit to public service; from man-;
agement of the interests of a few
people to management in the inter¬
est* of the whole people."

that some of the articles thrown
overboard might have been guns
which the Germans intended to
mount later. In line with similar
procedure followed by the crews of
other German sea rovers, it w^as prob¬
able that the commander hoped to
capture a larger and faster ship, and
then mount his guns for a commerce
destroying voyage.
According to advices so far receiv¬

ed, the Agassis had been out for only
a short time. It is not believed that
she had as yet had an opportunity
to attack any ships.
The Agassis was not a very speedy

craft. Navy Department reports in¬
dicated, and it is believed here that
the plan was to prey on small ves¬
sels in the Pacific until a steamer suit¬
able for more serious raiding could
be captured by surprise.

Kmmj Task for Raider.
Many merchantmen plying the Pa¬

cific only do not carry defense guns,
and 11 would have been a compara¬
tively easy tasjc for the men on the
Agassis, with their rifles and pis¬
tols, to seize a ship of such type.
Secretary Daniels has ordered a

thorough investigation of the Agassis
and rigid examination of the crew.
No decision with regard to action
against the raider's crew will be j
taken pending the completion of this
inquiry.
It was said that some representa¬

tions would likely be made to the
Mexican government, asking an in¬
vestigation and punishmnet for offi¬
cials who, the investigation might
show, had permitted the fitting out
?of the Agassis for raiding purpoae#..
Adequate safeguards against similar
recurrences will be insisted upon.

PAY INCREASES j
FOR EMPLOYES
OF POSTOFFICE

Raises Voted in Tumultuous
Session of Congress Range
from 5 to 25 Per Cent.

Overriding requests of the Post-
office Department, the House, in a
tumultuous session yesterday after¬
noon voted increases in pay to all
postal employes and ordered they
should be made permanent.
Postmaster General Burleson's

champions made unsuccessful pleas
of "economy." Several of them
were all but cried down in shouts
of derision.

Bitter attacks on the Postmaster
General, declaring he underpaid his
help and "persecuted" them for try¬
ing to better working conditions,
were applauded. On the largest
test vote.that of making the pay
permanent instead of only for the
period of the war es the Burleson
forces "had asked.the department's
'wishes were overriden by 188 to 42.

<*G«g-Riile" Charged.
The raises in pay, which run from

5 to 25 per cent, will reach almost
every employe in the postal service
receiving less than $1,200 a year.
Additional amendments proposing
increases for the few remaining
positions will be brought up today.
The so-called "gag-rule" by which,

it was charged. Postmaster General
Burleson seeks to prevent postal
employes from petitioning Congress
or agitating for better working
conditions, again was under attack.
"Congress passed a specific law

giving these employes this, a simple
CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE.

"SAFETY-FIRST" WARRIORS
What Does the Public

Think of Them?

What Does the Public
Think of the Big

Issues of the
Day? .

Read "The Open Forum" Column in
THE WASHINGTON HERALD

t

TOMORROW

FIERCE DRIVE BY GERMAN ARMY
CONTINUED ON 50-MILE FRONT;

HUNS CLAIM 16,000 MEN TAKEN

Official List of CommocK-
ties Banned for Receipt
Here Issued by U. S.

WILL SAVE TONNAGE

America Henceforth Will
Confine European Prod¬

ucts to Essentials.
The government last night made

public the first official list of com¬

modities. importation of which Into
the ITnitod States is to be rigidly
restricted under the latest plans for
conserving ship tonnage for the su-

preme task of transporting troops
and supplies to Europe.
4.War Trade Board experts predict
the restriction of imports on the**
articles will save l.rw.OOO tons of
shipping a year, reckoning on a dead-

I k,1 ,Carg° basls Tbe rnav
be higher, they say. bees use sev¬
eral of the commodities are bulkv

^'ake^Up more *hiP than!
others. The saving on metals will
be about 600,000 tons.

,'n this connection, it is noted that
the board feels confident the War
Department wlU be able to find
enough iron pyrites in this country

tJJ* ®eed*<1 .» «nimittoii8-makin<r
J! r ^PSMnx-nt has been

working for months to develop now

S M "«!?. "». "». «ke nf
sulphur and sulphuric acids depend-1
"n Z ""I1" S° hl*h «P>o«iTel
whioh ^W,thout ,hl» »"d. of

"h'^h 'her® h« been a shortage.

w£i^ ,ons of ">"<*»

I . T!dJron' Sp*'n and eUe-l
where. Probably tons will be

^rwdhir>Tf|re °r,0b<'r 1 ,hl" yMr.

off completely!,POrtmt .̂j
Partial i_|..

lotsrar"al "" °f the arUci« fol-

liv^KeicJmrV 'T''"1-""' "nimals.
art wnrVP °k ceding purposes;

* orks. asbestos, beads and or-

ZTDtr- b'Tk'n*- and »" Prepsra-
1 for cleaning and poli«hirfg
Shoes: all breadstuffs except wheVt
and wheat flour; broom corn cars

"nd °th" vehicle's: "u
srathefic COV t8r dis,illates except
synthetic indigo. all salts of soda
except nitrate of soda and cvanide
of soda, clocks and watches and

ETsmV fre°f. COC°a and ch<>colate
manufacturers of cotton, dials dico
draughts chess men. billiard balls'
poker chips: eggs of poultry, elec¬
tric lamps, explosives, except ful¬
minates and gunpowder; feathers
natural and artificial.

'

All fruits except pineapples and
bananas; all nuts, except cocoanut*

m«n,Pf ,UC,!' th,"reof: gelatine. and

f>om p
"S ,hFreof- including all

from Europe; gold and silver man¬
ufactures. Including jeWe|rv. ni(.ke,.

arItioT,ry' cos.metlcs »"d toilet prep¬
arations. phonographs. gramo¬
phones graphophones. and. parts

Photographic goods; pipes,
and smokers' articles: plates, elec¬
trotype, stereotype and litho-
graphic, engraved.
K,^a'' liquo"- including all from

inrh^fn,Ca"ny, and confectionery,
umhrin a from Europe: toys.
umbreUas parasols, sunshades, and

Inn i": vegetables, except beans
and lentils, and peas, either in their
natural state, or prepared or pre¬

served. including all from Europe
zincBa' manufllctures of wool and

File AMllellltu.
American concerns seeking to

import any of these articles will

to ! 4U^mit th"r aPP»c«tions
to a rigta inspection. The appli-
under8thW'" 70t b® wanted except
under these circumstances;

sbinT«1H h/n the articles are actually
15. 191S.

" Pr'°r lo Apri~'

Mf,1^Vhen^comlnK by rail from
Mexico or Canada when the goods

ln those countries or in
others from which such goods are
being licensed for import
fr^t" comin* as a return cargo
from European points and then only
iit Z ," from a convenl-

delav \ WJ,en loaded without

from it
(C)when the importation

h&.> ®u,rope 18 n°t specihcallv pro¬
hibited In said list.

American Boys Arrive
Injured in Trenches

An Atlantic Port. March 22..The
real horrors of war were impressed
upon America tonight when 101 Amer-
lean soldiers who have been in the
trenches at France arrived for treat¬
ment at the base hospital here.
They have suffered injury that

makes prolonged treatment necessary
but every one of them, while gi&d
to be back in America expressed a
desire to be fixed up agaia for an¬
other attack upon the Germans
"We're a little bit under the

weather, but 'God willing, we will be
back on the Job to give the Kaiser
hell, ' said Private Concannon. A
number of the men will be sent to
the Walter Reed Hospital at Wash¬
ington for treatment.

British Prepare to Abandon Key
Position, Saturated with Blood
of Victims--Strengthen De¬
fenses Along Entire Line

KAISER GOES TO BATTLE FRONT
Picked "Shock" Troops of Eneiny Concen¬

trated Against British Lines.Bent
Upon Annihilating Allies.

Loudon. March 22..A British fighting retirement out o( the Cam-
brai salient appeared late tonight to be in progress, if not neanng com¬

pletion.
The Cermansi this morning renewed their titanic pincer drive on the

fifty-mile front, launched by fully half a million picked "shock" troop*,
designed to cut into the salient's side and bottle up. annihilate or cap¬
ture the bulk of the British forces facing Cambrai.

Berlin tonight claimed the capture of 16,000 prisoners and a huge
number of guns, as well as tremendous stores of material.

Strategic Movement.
Relatively, the abandonment of tbe Cambrai wedge, which was

late tonight regarded as a foregone conclusion as the result of the
day's developments, brings the advantage of a straightened line, and
thus goes far toward re-establishing the strategical equilibrium on the
Cambrai front. It was one of the ugliest positions for defense on tb*
entire West front, a hold-over from tbe reverse that followtd Bjng'i
"t alk victory.. f

BRESCIA NOW
OBJECT OF HUN
DRIVE IN ITALY

!
Enemy, Thrusting Down
West of Lake Garda, Is
Menacing Piedmont.

A now Austro-German attack on the
Italian Piedmont is developing, ac-

cording to advices received her** last
night. It is thnisting down west of
I*®fce Garda. a ^»-ctor of the line
hitherto quiet. Italians here were

j plainly worried es to the results,
The drive menaces Brescia, the lail-

road center at th< head of the 1'ied-
mont plains which dominates Milan
and the whole Tiedmont The Italians,

j it is understood here, have suggested
the advisability of British or French
re-enforcements for this point if they

jean be spared from the French front.
I Despite the difficulty of the country
through which the Germans at this

j point will be compelled to ot>eratc.
there are two broad valleys, the Val
C amonica and th^ Val Giudicaria. l»oth
carry ing good highways, and both
leading direct to Brescia.

Germans at the present timei
hold a salient just to the west of L.»ke
Garda which affords them control ot
lK>th valleys as far as the salient coes
Italians describe it as a dagger thrust
at the heart of Italy.
Reports received here last nipht in-

dicate a concentration of men and
guns on this salient. So far the Ital-
ians have been able to hold their
strong points under a heavy tire

(PROMISE MILLION
TONS OF SHIPPING

Pacific Coast Builders Say They Will
Complete Their Share.

Seattle, Wash.. March 22,-Scattle
has hit its shipbuilding stride. Citi- J
zens assert that this port and the
northwest will deliver 1<<0 per cent
of Its share of cargo ships for the
government's emergency fleet.
Washington and Oregon must build

900.000 deadweight tonnage during
191S to do their part. The shipbuild¬
ers say they will deliver 1 .<«»>.000 tons.
The year's program includes sixty-1

five steel ships of total tonnage of|
554.900: eighteen wooden ships with a
total of 62.200: total for Seattle, 61S,-
100 tons.

President Has Cold;
Cabinet Meeting Off

President Wilson developed an
acute bronchial cold while playing
golf yesterday morning, which ne¬
cessitated calling off today's regu¬
lar Cabinet meeting. Several callers
were received at the Executive Man¬
sion during the afternoon, but Dr.
Grayson prevailed against the Cab¬
inet meeting on the ground that the
President might use his voice more
than was advisable.

Rest aa<f Be Well at Gnre Park
Inn. Asheville, N. C.. Finest resort
In the world. No invalids, bo chil¬
dren under 10..Adv.

Ktarr* Bat it* Raglif.
Tha war's fiercest* battle ragedall day. The British were confront¬

ed with odds such as probably n«>
other Biagte HWf has had to con¬
tend with in the whole conflict.
Considering these odd*, and, consider-
ing, abov* all. the ultimate objec¬
tive th*» Germans had set then -

selves. Main's forces save s spier-
did account of themselves. Terrific
losses were inflicted «»n the den>e
onxureing masses of aila<-kin»:
Teutons.
But the Teutons onslaught was so

concentrated, so recklessly per«i«-
tent, that the sanest. strategically
and tactically wisest, course for the
British was to yield. It was a
lightinr yield; th* Germans had i »

wade through rivers of blood i »
take up thw ahandoneu. pulverized
positions sold to them at prices ex¬
acted by knives, bayonets. : ifl«- butts
and barehand.
And still this battle between tho

Sensee and <Mse Kivers roes on.
Armageddon, it seems, is only in its
embryonic stage. "W hether it v .11
.each its prime right here. bttwe<%
Alias and L*a Fere, or whether th«
after all. is but a feint to cam¬
ouflage the enemy's i*-al intent. i«
as much a matter of guess work to¬
night as it was at t'.awn yesterday
when Hfndenburg's drive via? usher¬
ed in with the firs' spring da* w
>un.

4.an l>nel« Develop.
Violent sun duels have^ be^n d*---

veloj ins all afternoon and evenmC
further t-outhwr.rd fiom Fcie arf
far as Soissons And still farther
down, in the <'hampagne. on both
sides of Rheims an<1 at Yei-dun.at
Verdun particular^ the bis guns are
thundering forth a tunc that betiays
'evil intent.
On the Italian front, both in tho

mountains and along the Piave. the
battle has red up. Whether it is
one of major scale or merely a con¬
certed infantry maneuver to k^ep the
French and British auxiliary expedi¬
tion there, is as yet not cie*i.
Ijvely artillery action is rei»oiicd

from iIh1 Ma«-edonian theater.
There is, indeed, a well defined

theory in military quarters h^r^ that
Uindcnburi; has scheduled for thii*
year an imitation of the past great
efforts of the entente: simultaneous
maximum pressure on all fronts, in
tlie hope of locating, somewhetv. sonv-
tlme, a weak spot that will permit a
break through. He counts ui>on th**
tonnage problem as an ally. He fee!*
that now or never is the time to mak«
the supreme try for a de« ision noi
only on the West front, which is. and
will remain to the end of the war. th«*
center of the universe, but on eveijr
other theater as well.
Austrians and Bulgais are with th*

German army in the West, Berlin an¬
nounce today. No mention is mads
of Turkish troops. Things have lH.-eu
reported brewing for some time north
of the British positions in k'jand Mesopotamia.

Raise* at Frost.
The Kaiser hss hastened to the

West front to witness what Ger¬
man papers now freely call "the
decisive battle." laidendorff is with
him. Hindenburg is said to have
returned, for the moment, to hi*
"first love." command in the field.
He Is personally directing the drive,

(report has it. All this is her^.Tive
preference before the dets,day's fighting in order Jthe transcendent truth
crisis is at hand, and
Ing in of a salient on
Is but a drop in
in the sea of bio
before the spring
As for the battl

thing that counts J
British main
"We continue

our battle
early in the vA


